
Central Electronics Event 2017

Jeff Covelli WA8SAJ



Herb Johnson

W6QKI in Oceanside, CA

W7GRA in Benson, AZ



1960

Tucson (Benson) Arizona

1) Herb Johnson was ask to give a talk about the Gonset G-76 

which he designed for Gonset at the local radio club meeting.

2) The club members were working on a transceiver idea for 

themselves, when Herb gave them some ideas on what he 

would do if he would build one.

3)  Herb went and built a SW-140 and needed cash to produce 

more radios.



John Linton

W8DKI in Cleveland, OH

W7IXX in Benson, AZ



1961
4) John Linton, then manager of Elliot Electronics ask the       

owner if she could provide money to help Herb Johnson 

5) 250 radios later, Swan was born ! 

6) Swan moved to Oceanside, CA & John Linton moved to 

Cleveland, OH and became a manager of Pioneer Electronics.

7) Swan would then start on manufacturing the SW-175 and 

SW-120, then the SW-240 tri-bander, which really sent the 

company moving fast.

8) John received a SW-240 chassis, a front panel along with 

most parts to make a SW-140 40-meter SSB transceiver, plus 

the first manuals printed.
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SW-140 Built in 1963 by John



Updated a Little
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